
Black Panthers Ten-Point Program 
Background/importance of the controversy area 
Founded in 1966, the Black Panther Party was a radical organization for Black self-defense and mutual 

aid. They are known for their Free Breakfast Program, which cooked and served breakfast for 10,000 

Black schoolchildren every day, as well as advocating self-defense and arming Black Americans to resist 

police brutality. An article by Adrian Wood and Nutan Rajguru on the Black Panther party says: 

“Huey stood there with a law book in one hand and a gun in the other and told the “pigs” about 

his constitutional right to carry a weapon as long as it was not concealed. He told them about 

the law and said that every citizen had the right to observe a police officer carry out his duty as 

long as they stood a reasonable distance away. And he told them about the Supreme Court 

ruling which defined that distance.” 

From 1968-69, the group was categorized as a serious threat by the US federal government. The FBI’s 

counter-intelligence program (COINTELPRO) focused its activities on the Black Panthers amid escalating 

tensions during the Cold War, infiltrating the party to cause divisions between members and raiding 

their headquarters and the homes of leaders. Twenty-five members were killed in 1969 alone.  

Amid current issues of police brutality, economic inequality, and US militarism, the Black Panthers’ 

demands are as relevant as ever. This topic brings up questions of capitalism, white supremacy, and 

anti-fascism which are extremely important given the volatile political climate in America now.  

List of the titles of the ten points (not the full text of the demands): 

1. We want freedom. We want power to determine the destiny of our Black community. 

2. We want full employment for our people. 

3. We want an end to the robbery by the capitalists of our Black community. 

4. We want decent housing fit for the shelter of human beings. 

5. We want education for our people that exposes the true nature of this decadent American 

society. We want education that teaches us our true history and our role in the present-day 

society. 

6. We want all Black men to be exempt from military service. 

7. We want an immediate end to police brutality and murder of Black people. 

8. We want freedom for all Black men held in federal, state, county and city prisons and jails. 

9. We want all Black people when brought to trial to be tried in court by a jury of their peer group 

or people from their Black communities, as defined by the constitution of the united states. 

10. We want land, bread, housing, education, clothing, justice and peace. 

 

Potential affirmative arguments 
Police brutality – the seventh demand is for an immediate end to police brutality. Police have killed 

1,026 people so far this year, a disproportionate number of whom are Black.  

Capitalism – the Black Panthers were explicitly Marxist, and their second demand is for either full 

employment or control of the means of production. This would allow aff ground about a fundamental 



restructuring of the economy, including destruction of the principle of capitalist control of the means of 

production.  

Prison-industrial complex – Point eight of the program demands a release of all Black people from 

prison – this would resolve the prison-industrial complex, which can be compared to modern slavery 

because it extracts free labor from (disproportionately Black) inmates.  

Policymaking – affs can argue that this would affect a fundamental change in the policymaking process 

that involves listening and responding to the demands of marginalized people, as well as deconstructing 

the antiblackness of the state. 

Potential negative arguments 

PICs – the negative can isolate a specific point of the program to exclude, citing a net benefit for why 

enacting it may be harmful. Potential options are an exclusion of the second point (full employment) 

with a net benefit about the economy, or the eighth point (release of all Black people from prison) with 

a net benefit about backlash or crime.  

Anarchism/state bad – there are huge amounts of literature about why using or reforming the state for 

the specific purpose of Black liberation would fail or make issues worse. Additionally, literature about 

the state being able to control identity formation or frame itself as a benign savior offers substantial 

ground for case arguments as well as off-case critiques.  

Backlash disadvantages – given the current political climate on the far right, disadvantages about the 

alt-right or white supremacist groups mobilizing in resistance to the resolution have strong justifications.  

At least six potential resolutions  

The United States Federal Government should fully fund and implement the Black Panther Party’s ten-

point program.  

The United States federal government should take substantial action to meet the demands outlined in 

the Black Panther Party’s ten-point program.  

The United States federal government should endorse the Black Panther Party’s ten-point program.  

The United States federal government should enact at least one point of the Black Panther Party’s ten-

point program. 

 

The United States Federal Government should fully fund and implement point two Black Panther Party’s 

ten-point program (“We want full employment for our people.”) 

The United States Federal Government should fully fund and implement point seven Black Panther 

Party’s ten-point program (“We want an immediate end to police brutality and murder of Black people.) 

The United States Federal Government should fully fund and implement point eight of the Black Panther 

Party’s ten-point program (“We want freedom for all Black men held in federal, state, county and city 

prisons and jails.”) 



The United States Federal Government should enact point nine of the Black Panther Party’s ten-point 

program (“We want all Black people when brought to trial to be tried in court by a jury of their peer 

group or people from their Black communities, as defined by the constitution of the United States.”) 
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