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Background 

Science is a topic that is not commonly discussed in depth within the realm of 

debate. Specifically in the context of health related topics, there are very few that come 

to light, but they are important to discuss. The ramifications of health related research 

and the need for support or denial of certain developing technologies with health 

research is something that will only continue to change the world, and it is definitely 

something that needs to be discussed more in debate. From altering DNA and genes to 

overproduction of antibiotics in agriculture, topics such as these will always be 

developing and they have a direct impact on everyone, which is why this needs to be a 

topic at the 2018 NPTE.  

Potential Affirmative Arguments 

 

Advantages:  

- Actor credibility/picking an actor 

- Foreign relations 

- Economy  

- Why these technologies are good/bad for health 

- Regulation options 

- Soft power arguments 

 

Potential Negative Arguments 

Disads:  

- Foreign relations 

- Agency ability/credibility 

- Soft power bad/doesn’t work 

- Politics  

- Why the technologies are good/bad for health 

 



 

Counter plans: 

- Different actor counterplans 

- Different forms of regulation and debating methods 

 

Generic K links:  

- Certain Identity arguments could link  

- Biopower  

- Environmental arguments 

- Foucault  

- Someone more creative than me can link it  

 

Potential Resolutions 

 

The United States federal government should increase regulation of antibiotics usage in 

the agriculture sector in the United States. 

a. Antibiotic resistance is the ability of bacteria to resist the effects of an antibiotic. 

Antibiotic resistance occurs when bacteria change in a way that reduces the 

effectiveness of drugs, chemicals, or other agents designed to cure or prevent 

infections. The bacteria survive and continue to multiply, causing more harm. 

b. Antibiotic resistance has been called one of the world’s most pressing public 

health problems. Antibiotic resistance can cause illnesses that were once easily 

treatable with antibiotics to become dangerous infections, prolonging suffering for 

children and adults. Antibiotic-resistant bacteria can spread to family members, 

schoolmates, and co-workers, and may threaten your community. Antibiotic-

resistant bacteria are often more difficult to kill and more expensive to treat. In 

some cases, the antibiotic-resistant infections can lead to serious disability or 

even death. 

c. Resistance opens the door to treatment failure for even the most common 

pathogens and leads to an increasing number of infections. The mounting 

evidence of the relationship between antimicrobial use in animal husbandry and 

the increase in bacterial resistance in humans has prompted several reviews of 

agricultural practices by scientific authorities in a number of countries, including 

the US. 

 

The United States federal government should increase regulation of research involving 

editing genomes.  

a. Genome editing (also called gene editing) is a group of technologies that give 

scientists the ability to change an organism's DNA. These technologies allow 

genetic material to be added, removed, or altered at particular locations in the 

genome. 



 

b. There are no unified regulations in the United States that outline what a person 

can or cannot do with this research. (Thanks Trump) Currently, most research on 

genome editing is done to understand diseases using cells and animal models. It 

is being explored in research on a wide variety of diseases, including single-gene 

disorders such as cystic fibrosis, hemophilia, and sickle cell disease. It also holds 

promise for the treatment and prevention of more complex diseases, such as 

cancer, heart disease, mental illness, and human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) 

infection. 

 

The United States federal government should remove cannabis as a Section 1 drug.  

a. Because marijuana is a Schedule 1 drug, there is surprisingly little rigorous 

research into its medical applications, as researchers have found themselves 

stymied by regulatory hurdles at federal health and drug agencies and short on a 

supply of federally approved product. 

b. The National Institute on Drug Abuse (NIDA) recently awarded a team of 

scientific researchers at the University of Florida a $3.2 million grant in order to 

determine whether the plant medicine will alleviate ailments caused by the 

human immunodeficiency virus (HIV). This staunch differentiation and selection 

of funding to research projects allows for a quality critical thinking whether 

removing the section classification will allow for more research, and the pros and 

cons of said research.  

 

The European Union should lift regulations for research on stem cells.  

a. Stem cells have the remarkable potential to develop into many different cell types 

in the body during early life and growth. In addition, in many tissues they serve 

as a sort of internal repair system, dividing essentially without limit to replenish 

other cells as long as the person or animal is still alive. When a stem cell divides, 

each new cell has the potential either to remain a stem cell or become another 

type of cell with a more specialized function, such as a muscle cell, a red blood 

cell, or a brain cell. 

b. The consensus for stem cell research is not clear in the EU. Policies regarding 

stem cell research in Germany, Austria and Italy are much stricter. Research 

involving embryonic stem cells is either prohibited or severely restricted. In fact, it 

was in 2006 that Germany pushed for a ban on all embryonic stem cell research 

in the EU. Within Europe, policies do still vary and the majority of stem cell 

research is funded nationally, with the primary funding focus allotted to adult 

stem cells rather than embryonic. Top supporters of stem cell research include 

the UK, Sweden and Belgium. 

 

The Republic of India should increase efforts to fight malaria outbreak. 



 

a. Despite awareness, India recorded six percent of the world's new malaria cases 

in 2016 which stood at 216 million, according to the World Malaria Report 2017 

by World Health Organization (WHO). India had also witnessed a total of 331 

malaria deaths in 2016, making it the highest in the entire Southeast Asia region. 

Only eight per cent of malaria cases were diagnosed last year in India, which 

accounted for six per cent of the 216 million new cases globally, a World Health 

Organization (WHO) report has said.  

b. Malaria cases are becoming more prevalent, and as India is on the rise to being 

more developed, this topic is uniquely important to discuss for the health of the 

people in India and the world.  

 

The European Union should ban the use of glyphosate weed killers. 

a. Environmentalists had hoped on an immediate ban since they claim that the 

weed killer, used in chemical giant Monsanto's popular Roundup herbicide, is 

linked to cancer. The World Health Organization's cancer agency said in 2015 

that the weed killer is "probably carcinogenic" to humans. 

b. This topic is very recent and controversial, and having debaters dig into the 

science behind the issue and the implications of not only using this herbicide, but 

the business relations that this topic could uncover and how that affects the 

decisions for public health makes this topic very debatable.  

 

 

Bibliography 

https://www.cdc.gov/antibiotic-use/community/about/antibiotic-resistance-faqs.html  

 

http://emerald.tufts.edu/med/apua/about_issue/antibiotic_agri.shtml  

 

https://ghr.nlm.nih.gov/primer/genomicresearch/genomeediting  

 

https://www.timeshighereducation.com/news/scientists-fear-eu-could-again-block-stem-

cell-patents  

 

https://stemcells.nih.gov/info/basics/1.htm  

 

http://www.explorestemcells.co.uk/stemcellresearcharoundworld.html  

 

https://www.eurostemcell.org/regulation-stem-cell-research-europe  

 

http://zeenews.india.com/health/six-percent-of-global-malaria-cases-recorded-in-india-

who-2061432  

https://www.cdc.gov/antibiotic-use/community/about/antibiotic-resistance-faqs.html
http://emerald.tufts.edu/med/apua/about_issue/antibiotic_agri.shtml
https://ghr.nlm.nih.gov/primer/genomicresearch/genomeediting
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/news/scientists-fear-eu-could-again-block-stem-cell-patents
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/news/scientists-fear-eu-could-again-block-stem-cell-patents
https://stemcells.nih.gov/info/basics/1.htm
http://www.explorestemcells.co.uk/stemcellresearcharoundworld.html
https://www.eurostemcell.org/regulation-stem-cell-research-europe
http://zeenews.india.com/health/six-percent-of-global-malaria-cases-recorded-in-india-who-2061432
http://zeenews.india.com/health/six-percent-of-global-malaria-cases-recorded-in-india-who-2061432


 

 

http://www.huffingtonpost.in/2017/11/29/only-8-of-100-malaria-cases-detected-in-india-

who_a_23291329/  

 

http://abcnews.go.com/International/wireStory/eu-extends-approval-weed-killer-claimed-

harm-health-51408884  

 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/11/03/us/medical-marijuana-veterans.html  

 

http://nationalpainreport.com/is-research-on-the-medical-impact-of-marijuana-

accelerating-2-8834773.html  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.huffingtonpost.in/2017/11/29/only-8-of-100-malaria-cases-detected-in-india-who_a_23291329/
http://www.huffingtonpost.in/2017/11/29/only-8-of-100-malaria-cases-detected-in-india-who_a_23291329/
http://abcnews.go.com/International/wireStory/eu-extends-approval-weed-killer-claimed-harm-health-51408884
http://abcnews.go.com/International/wireStory/eu-extends-approval-weed-killer-claimed-harm-health-51408884
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/11/03/us/medical-marijuana-veterans.html
http://nationalpainreport.com/is-research-on-the-medical-impact-of-marijuana-accelerating-2-8834773.html
http://nationalpainreport.com/is-research-on-the-medical-impact-of-marijuana-accelerating-2-8834773.html

