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TOPIC AREA: THE UNITED NATIONS (UN) SHOULD SIGNIFICANTLY 
REFORM ITS INSTITUTIONS AND PROCESSES.  

 
 
BACKGROUND AND IMPORTANCE  
 

The United Nations (UN) is facing budgetary strain, bureaucracy, international 
criticism, and doubt due to failure to reform its institutions and processes. Its budget has 
more than doubled over the past two decades because of red tape and inefficiencies 
(McGreal). Chris McGreal, a former Washington correspondent, stated that Western 
governments see the UN as bloated and inefficient, and developing countries regard the 
UN as undemocratic and controlled by the rich-- all of which is rippling toward a major 
push for reform (McGreal).  

Already, the General Assembly was forced to cut $570 million from the 2017-18 
peacekeeping operations budget due to decreased financial support from the Trump 
Administration (Lederer). Absent reform, the administration is threatening to cut an 
additional $1 billion, which would unhinge conflict regions being sustained by UN 
missions currently. Trump’s mission to cut the UN seeds from frustration that the US 
bears an unfair percentage of the financial burden, that the UN is managed poorly, and 
that reform is a necessity for continued support (Lederer).  

And, the US is not alone in its distaste with the current state of the UN. In 
September of 2017, 120 countries declared their support for a 10-point reform aimed at 
streamlining and modernizing the institutions and processes of the UN in order to allow 
it to better respond to the people it serves (UN News Centre). These reforms aim to 
shape the UN into a “21st Century United Nations”. The effort is headed by the UN 
Secretary-General Guterres, and US President Donald Trump. However, reforms are 
not limited to this particular push. It is critical for the future of the United Nations that 
reforms are seen through.  

The United Nations is a unique institution with powers vested in its charter that 
permit it to initiate cooperative action on a number of issues facing the 21st century 
community including peace and security, climate change, human rights, disarmament, 
terrorism, humanitarian and health emergencies, gender equality, governance, food 
production, and more (“What We Do”). Losing a major intergovernmental organization 
that is currently sustaining crisis ridden areas through critical peacekeeping operations, 
advocates on behalf of human rights, assists those in poverty, and that will play a major 
role in the upcoming climate crisis would be tragic. It is essential that the UN focus 
seriously on reforming its institutions and processes to become a “21st Century UN”, as 
to not risk becoming irrelevant.  

 

 

http://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/sep/07/what-has-the-un-achieved-united-nations
https://www.usnews.com/news/world/articles/2017-06-30/un-agrees-to-cut-peacekeeping-budget-a-reduction-us-sought
https://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=57538#.WhXeNrA-eu7
https://www.unmissions.org/


 

 
RESOLUTIONS AND GROUND 
 
RESOLUTION 1, Resolved: The United Nations should significantly broaden its 
membership beyond nation-states to include non-state actors from civil society.  
JUSTIFICATION: There is a growing need for UN member states to partner with civil 
society, but the terms in which to do so are not well defined (New World Encyclopedia 
Contributors). Currently, non-state actors from civil society can apply for consultative 
status at the Economic and Social Council (“Global Policy Forum”). However, this 
relationship is irregular, with no formal mechanism for sustained affiliation. Furthermore, 
these groups cannot participate in UN meetings or deliberations. Membership may lead 
to more creative and inclusive problem solving.  
 
GROUND: Affirmatives have access to advantage ground including: a variety of critical 
cultural arguments, sovereignty arguments, UN Credibility. Negatives have access to 
policy arguments such as trade offs (both UN and civil society), UN politics, 
bureaucracy. Critical negatives could critique identity, democracy.  
 
Suggested reading: 
https://www.globalpolicy.org/component/content/article/177/31816.html 
https://www.globalpolicy.org/component/content/article/177/31757.html 
https://environment.yale.edu/publication-series/documents/downloads/a-g/gemmill.pdf 
https://www.una.org.uk/13-supporting-civil-society-across-un-system-and-beyond 
http://www.ishr.ch/news/ngo-participation-un-roadmap-reform 
 
RESOLUTION 2, Resolved: The United Nations should form an intergovernmental 
tax body to regulate tax evasion and avoidance.  
JUSTIFICATION: The OECD estimated that $240 billion, significantly more than the 
global aid budget, is lost annually due to tax evasion (Cañete). In the face of this 
problem, Ecuador’s foreign minister proposed the creation of a global tax regulator 
headed by the UN . The body would have the power to close tax havens, crackdown on 
multinational corporations that evade tax, and expose individuals who hide their wealth 
in offshore banks (Cañete). Currently, a race to the bottom is occurring through 
excessive government regulations to tackle tax problems (Shaxson). The UN as a 
global regulator could create a coherent and credible policy.  
 
GROUND: Affirmatives have access to advantage ground including: UN credibility, 
anti-corruption, human rights. Negatives policy arguments include: tradeoff 
disadvantages, business confidence, alternative actor CPs, implementation 
disadvantages. Critical negatives include: K UN/global solutions, capitalism. 

 

http://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/United_Nations
http://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/United_Nations
https://www.globalpolicy.org/component/content/article/177/31816.html
https://www.globalpolicy.org/component/content/article/177/31816.html
https://www.globalpolicy.org/component/content/article/177/31816.html
https://www.globalpolicy.org/component/content/article/177/31757.html
https://environment.yale.edu/publication-series/documents/downloads/a-g/gemmill.pdf
https://www.una.org.uk/13-supporting-civil-society-across-un-system-and-beyond
http://www.ishr.ch/news/ngo-participation-un-roadmap-reform
http://www.ips-journal.eu/in-focus/global-corporations-and-nation-states/article/show/calling-time-on-tax-havens-2293/
http://www.ips-journal.eu/in-focus/global-corporations-and-nation-states/article/show/calling-time-on-tax-havens-2293/
https://www.taxjustice.net/2015/06/19/10-reasons-why-an-intergovernmental-un-tax-body-will-benefit-everyone/


 

 
Suggested reading: 
http://www.ips-journal.eu/in-focus/global-corporations-and-nation-states/article/show/calling-time
-on-tax-havens-2293/ 
https://www.taxjustice.net/2015/06/19/10-reasons-why-an-intergovernmental-un-tax-body-will-be
nefit-everyone/ 
 
RESOLUTION 3, Resolved: The United Nations should establish an inter-religious 
body to serve as an upper-house to the General Assembly and Security Council. 
JUSTIFICATION: Religion is a key component of a number of problems and solutions 
facing the UN. Members of an inter-religious body should be ecumenical, and work to 
further the UN’s vision of peace. Progress toward this council has already been made 
with a 2004 General Assembly Resolution that acknowledges the relevance of 
interreligious dialogue in conflict resolution (New World Encyclopedia Contributors). 
However, a formal arrangement is necessary.  
 
GROUND: Affirmatives have access to advantage ground including: UN Credibility, 
various scenarios involving conflict resolution, cultural arguments. Negatives policy 
arguments include: alternative actor CPs, tradeoff DA, PICs of certain religions. Critical 
negatives include: objections to religion.  
 
Suggested reading: 
http://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/United_Nations 
http://www.upf.org/united-nations/interfaith-council-proposal 
 
RESOLUTION 4, Resolved: The United Nations should enact a global tax on 
international monetary transactions as a significant revenue source for the 
agencies and programs of the UN.  
JUSTIFICATION: The UN is facing a budgetary crisis as nation-states contribute at a 
less than average rate. James Tobin, and David Felix (among others) have advocated 
for a global tax on international monetary transactions levied by the UN as means to 
both reduce exchange rate volatility, and as a key funding mechanism for the UN. A tax 
rate of .005-.25 percent would generate $15-300 billion towards peace and 
development (Paul). 
 
GROUND: Affirmatives have access to advantage ground including: increased financial 
capacity of the UN, UN Credibility, reducing exchange rate volatility. Negatives policy 
arguments include: backlash disadvantages, business confidence, a variety of 
alternative funding mechanism counterplans. Critical negatives include: capitalism.  

 

http://www.ips-journal.eu/in-focus/global-corporations-and-nation-states/article/show/calling-time-on-tax-havens-2293/
http://www.ips-journal.eu/in-focus/global-corporations-and-nation-states/article/show/calling-time-on-tax-havens-2293/
https://www.taxjustice.net/2015/06/19/10-reasons-why-an-intergovernmental-un-tax-body-will-benefit-everyone/
https://www.taxjustice.net/2015/06/19/10-reasons-why-an-intergovernmental-un-tax-body-will-benefit-everyone/
http://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/United_Nations
http://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/United_Nations
http://www.upf.org/united-nations/interfaith-council-proposal
https://www.globalpolicy.org/social-and-economic-policy/global-taxes-1-79/currency-transaction-taxes.html


 

 
Suggested reading: 
https://www.globalpolicy.org/social-and-economic-policy/global-taxes-1-79/currency-tran
saction-taxes.html 
https://www.globalpolicy.org/social-and-economic-policy/global-taxes-1-79.html 
http://www.un.org/en/africarenewal/vol15no4/154finan.htm 
 
RESOLUTION 5,  
Resolved: The United Nations should significantly reform the Security Council 
(UNSC) by enacting the Elect the Council Initiative.  
JUSTIFICATION: The Elect the Council Initiative developed by the African Futures and 
Innovation team at the ISS advocates for major reform of the UN Security Council. In 
short, 26 members instead of 15, consisting of 8 members elected for 3 years 
(renewable) and 16 members elected for 3 years (non-renewable) and global powers or 
groups that meet three criteria (“Elect the Council”). 
 
GROUND: Affirmatives have access to advantage ground including: democracy, UN 
Credibility, multipolarity. Negatives policy arguments include: P5 backlash 
disadvantages, UN politics, a variety of PICs and CPs . Critical negatives include: K of 
liberalism, democracy.  
 
Suggested reading: 
http://electthecouncil.org/ 
https://issafrica.org/iss-today/civil-society-to-tackle-un-security-council-reform 
https://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=36139#.WhisBLA-eu4 
 
RESOLUTION 6, Resolved: The United Nations should significantly decrease its 
use of military peacekeepers.  
JUSTIFICATION: Peacekeepers are arguably the most costly and controversial UN 
operation. The role of peacekeepers is to protect civilians. However, there is a long 
documented history of UN personnel committing sexual abuse in Bosnia, Burundi, 
Congo, and more (Schaefer). In addition, a number of long-standing peacekeeping 
missions have been called ineffective, such as India and Pakistan (UNMOGIP), yet 
remain in place for political reasons (Schaefer). However, many insist that 
peacekeeping missions are a critical element of the peace process, and should not be 
abandoned.  
 
GROUND: Affirmatives have access to advantage ground including: UN Legitimacy, 
increasing regional actors, reducing sexual violence. Negatives policy arguments 

 

https://www.globalpolicy.org/social-and-economic-policy/global-taxes-1-79/currency-transaction-taxes.html
https://www.globalpolicy.org/social-and-economic-policy/global-taxes-1-79/currency-transaction-taxes.html
https://www.globalpolicy.org/social-and-economic-policy/global-taxes-1-79.html
http://www.un.org/en/africarenewal/vol15no4/154finan.htm
http://electthecouncil.org/
http://electthecouncil.org/
https://issafrica.org/iss-today/civil-society-to-tackle-un-security-council-reform
https://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=36139#.WhisBLA-eu4
http://www.heritage.org/report/united-nations-peacekeeping-flaws-and-abuses-the-us-must-demand-reform


 

include: conflict escalation disadvantages, spillover, intervention. Critical negatives 
include: K of liberalism.  
 
Suggested reading: 
https://www.globalpolicy.org/security-council/peacekeeping/peacekeeping-reform/49571
.html?itemid=907 
http://www.heritage.org/report/united-nations-peacekeeping-flaws-and-abuses-the-us-m
ust-demand-reform 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

https://www.globalpolicy.org/security-council/peacekeeping/peacekeeping-reform/49571.html?itemid=907
https://www.globalpolicy.org/security-council/peacekeeping/peacekeeping-reform/49571.html?itemid=907
http://www.heritage.org/report/united-nations-peacekeeping-flaws-and-abuses-the-us-must-demand-reform
http://www.heritage.org/report/united-nations-peacekeeping-flaws-and-abuses-the-us-must-demand-reform
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