
TOPIC AREA: ARTIFICAL INTELLIGENCE 
 
BACKGROUND & IMPORTANCE 

 
AI is a rapidly-expanding area of research with sweeping implications for society. 

While we are still far from any sort of Skynet scenario, AI-driven technologies are 
already being incorporated into many aspects of our lives. Tech giants like Amazon, 
Google, and Facebook are already using machine learning to gain an edge over their 
competitors by providing customized user experiences and expanding into new fields 
such as self-driving cars and autonomous drones. Artificial intelligence is also a large 
driver of labor automation as unskilled labor is increasingly capable of being done using 
robots and/or automation.  

 
This development also has sweeping ramifications for international relations. 

While much of the interest surrounding AI research stems from seemingly benign 
stories about computers beating humans at video games, the same algorithms used to 
play games like Go or Dota 2 can used to automate military operations and gain a 
massive strategic edge over enemy combatants. 
  

AI has also been the topic of much controversy due to its potential to cause 
serious harm. Philosopher Nick Bostrom suggests that AI poses a massive existential 
risk, and many experts in the field believe that failure to properly regulate and control 
the development of AI could lead to unforeseen consequences. This can be particularly 
troublesome when dealing with high-stakes fields like healthcare and particularly military 
applications, where there are still many unresolved questions concerning autonomous 
“killer robots” and international humanitarian law.  

 
Moreover, the use of AI as a tool for surveillance and population management 

allows for a much-needed discussion about the social implications of big data. A 
comprehensive study by the AI Now Institute found that there was evidence of systemic 
bias towards people of color in many of the so called “black box” algorithms used by law 
enforcement agencies and legal professionals. Finally, the increased incorporation of 
automation in the economy threatens massive labor displacement. 
 
 
 
RESOLUTIONS & ARGUMENTS 
 
The United Nations should ban the use and development of lethal autonomous 
weapons (LAWs). 

• Affirmative Arguments: There is a significant risk of malfunctions associated with 
LAWs that can kill large amounts of people or otherwise cause significant harm. 
Banning LAWs also serves to deter an AI arms race and decrease AI 
militarization.  

• Negative Arguments: The increased precision of LAWs can decrease collateral 
damage, making them a better alternative to other types of weaponry. There’s 



also an interested debate to be had over UN efficacy and the flaws with the UN 
as an actor. The negative can also argue that this creates an anti-AI backlash, 
limiting the development of beneficial AI.  

The United States federal government should substantially accelerate its 
development of the Sea Hunter. 
(Note: The Sea Hunter is an AI underwater drone currently being developed and 
planned for release in 3-5 years.) 

• Affirmative Arguments: The affirmative can defend increases in US hegemony 
resulting from this technology and its ability to combat submarine usage by other 
nations, as well as its usage for environment monitoring.  

• Negative Arguments: Collecting and disposing of drones that have died can be 
difficult and lead to environmental harms. Additionally, this could lead to AI 
proliferation or encourage an AI arms race.  

The United States Department of Defense should repeal DoD Directive 3000.09. 
(Note: The directive states that the DoD can’t use any autonomous weapons that don’t 
require human input to actually kill a target. The plan would eliminate the requirement 
for human input.) 

• Affirmative Arguments: The plan would allow for a significant increase in US 
hegemony, both due the perceptual implications of the plan and the increased 
efficiency it allows for US action abroad.  

• Negative Arguments: The plan would lead to drone proliferation or an arms race 
with countries attempting to combat expanding US policies. This also leads to 
backlash against the development of AI that could hurt future development that 
could be used in other instances.  

The United States federal government should adopt the European Union’s 
General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR). 
(Note: The EU’s GDPR is a new framework for data protection laws which replaces the 
previous 1995 directive. Provisions include improved consumer access to the data that 
companies hold about them, more accountability for data breaches from private firms, 
and other measures to create transparency for how sensitive personal data is being 
used.) 

• Affirmative Arguments: The affirmative can defend the increase in privacy this 
data protection would result in. The plan would also increase US soft power by 
better aligning the US with international norms in regards to data protection. This 
also increases trade with the EU due to better cohesion of regulations.  

• Negative Arguments: The plan would likely limit research on AI due to the 
significant amount of data provided to companies like Facebook and Google from 
consumer data. This could have economic harms, or otherwise limit the 
development of beneficial AI.  

The United States should prohibit the use of AI facial recognition software by law 
enforcement. 

• Affirmative Arguments: AI facial recognition software has significant racial biases, 
and is often targeted at monitoring communities of color. Affirmative arguments 
can focus on the harms provided by this technology, and can also defend 
increases in US soft power.  



• Negative Arguments: Facial recognition software has the potential to lead to 
increased accuracy and combat officer biases. The software can also be applied 
to combat terror concerns, and can increase surveillance accuracy.  

The United States federal government should substantially increase funding for 
AI safety engineering. 

• Affirmative Arguments: AI safety engineering can check back for some of the 
greatest fears of AI, resolving singularity/extinction concerns. This also gives the 
aff access to a soft power arguments predicated on increased US leadership in 
AI development.  

• Negative Arguments: The plan could lead to significant backlash against AI 
development, harming development and decreasing the amount of beneficial AI 
tech. Additionally, this could harm competitiveness of US AI and lead to 
economic harms.  

The United States federal government should ban the use of driverless trucks. 
• Affirmative Arguments: Driverless trucks can have significant impacts on US 

employment, directly contributing to poverty due to disemployment of low-skilled 
workers. Additionally, this increased the propensity of hacks and terror/safety 
concerns.  

• Negative Arguments: Increased AI for transportation allows for increased US 
competitiveness, benefitting the economy as a whole. It also decreases 
accidents and can lead to generally increased transportation safety.  
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